FIRST OVER EVEREST
"At nine o'clock we passed over Chamlang at an altitude of
31,000 feet. On approaching Lhotse, the South Peak of the
Everest group, the ground rises at a steep gradient, and both
machines experienced a steady down current due to deflection
of the west wind over the mountain, causing a loss of altitude of
1,300 feet, despite all our efforts to climb. Both aeroplanes flew
over the summit of Everest at 10.5, clearing it by 500 feet.
"The wind velocity was noticeably high near the summit, but
no bumps were felt by either aircraft. Fifteen minutes were spent
flying in the neighbourhood of the summit, and on account of
the smooth flying conditions the taking of close-range photo-
graphs was rendered possible.
"The visibility of distant high peaks was very good. The
great Himalaya range could be seen extending to great distances
and provided a magnificent spectacle.
"The return journey was carried out at a slightly lower
altitude, so as to secure better conditions for oblique photo-
graphy. The machines landed at Lalbalu at 11.25. Both pilots
pay the highest tribute to the splendid performance of the
engines and aircraft."
This is the pilot's report:
So we landed, full of happiness, with the realisation that we
had been where no man had been before.
But soon our jubilation was marred by the discovery that
the survey photographs were not a success. That phenomenally
amazing haze of dust had obscured the lower mountains to such
a degree that the strips of photographs would neither overlap
nor show the ground controls near the Komaltar ridge.
The actual fliers were tired and entranced by their ex-
periences and by what they had seen to the point of exaltation,
so it took some time for the situation to be accurately appraised.
In fact it was not until the next day that we were able to pin
together the hundred prints from each film. Meanwhile the
letters we had carried over the mountain were despatched to
H.M, the King, the Prince of Wales and Lady Houston.